
  Page 1  

 

From The Superintendent’s Desk — By Dr. Plas 

 February 2020—Issue 6 

In this Issue 

Superintendent's Message  1 

In & Around Lakeview Jr/Sr High Schools  2-4 

In & Around Shell Creek Elementary  5-7 

In & Around Platte Center Elementary  7 

In & Around St. John’s  Lutheran School  8 

In & Around Christ Lutheran School  9 

In & Around Lakeview Community  10-20 

   

Below is an editorial I wrote that was published in the January 8th edition of the Columbus Telegram.  If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact me by phone at (402) 564-8518 or by email at 

aplas@lakeview.esu7.org.   

 

There is a popular image that circulates social media that says, “Breaking someone’s trust is like crum-

pling a piece of paper.  You can smooth it over, but it’s never going to be the same again.”  This image perfectly 

illustrates the issues that echo throughout the Nebraska legislative chambers each yearly session.  This famous 

image further shows the profound lack of trust between our governing body and the Nebraska public educations 

system.    

Education is the most significant investment we as a state make in our future.  Research shows that the 

public education system decreases unemployment, incarceration rates, and reliance on public programs.  In      

addition, education research has shown it dramatically improves our economy and long term health.  It is hard to   

argue these are items that are not only positive for the individual but benefit our society as a whole.  But yet, 

year-after-year, it is a constant struggle to get the Nebraska Legislature to put any additional resources into    

education.  Instead, it often is a tussle to keep funding public education and ward off further cuts. 

Nebraska schools had an average annual spending increase of 3.5% from 2003-2014.  During this same 

time, the number of students educated in Nebraska increased by 8.16%, and the number of students living in  

poverty increased almost 10%.  While this growth was happening, the percentage of our state budget allocated for 

K-12 education decreased from 32% to 27.6% over the last 17 years, reducing the funds being distributed to 

schools by an estimated $187 million.  This lack of investment is well documented with the constant publicizing of 

Nebraska ranking 49th in the country for state assistance to public education.  These lack of state support         

statistics mirror the inverse in high property taxes collected, which rank 7th nationally.  These statistics being the 

exact opposite of each other is not a coincidence! 

There are plenty of people wanting this session to result in additional funding for public education that 

results in a reduction of property taxes.  The school community wants this to happen as well!  Several proposals 

are being thrown around as possibilities to make this a reality including educational foundation aid, basic funding 

allowances, and increases to the property tax credit fund.  At the end of the day, you can only move at the speed 

of trust.  And that trust has been dramatically fractured over the past several years.  It will be imperative that 

education groups and state senators find a way this session to “smooth the crumpled paper.”  Our kids are        

depending on us! 

mailto:aplas@lakeview.esu7.org
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Snowball Winter Formal Coronation Held Jan 4, 2020 

-Mrs. Jill Krienke, Senior Class Sponsor 

Congratulations to our Snowball Royalty who were crowned at the winter formal dance held on Saturday, January 4, 
2020 at the Lakeview gymnasium.  The event was hosted by the Senior Class of 2020.  Queen and King were Madeline 
Fremarek and Joel Lemburg, while runners-up were Rebecca Valdez and Lucien Engel.  Junior class attendants were 
Reese Janssen and Logan Jaixen, sophomore class attendants were Macy Stock and Adam Van Cleave, and the fresh-
men class attendants were Sidney Jaixen and Brenden Sloup.    Homecoming royalty Emily Stevenson and Thunder 
Pilakowski crowned the winners for the Snowball coronation.  Thank you to all the students who came out and danced 
the evening away—and to the senior class members who were in charge of decorating and clean-up! 

SENIOR PICTURES DUE NOW! 
It’s not too late to turn in senior pictures for the 2019-2020 yearbook, but we must receive them ASAP! Pictures were due 
January 31st. Please submit headshots to Mrs. Schatz at kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org. If we do not receive a picture for your 
senior student, we will use the headshot taken for school pictures. These pictures will be used for the yearbook, for the senior 
slide show, and for the Columbus Telegram. 

 
SENIOR ADS FOR YOUR SPECIAL SENIOR--LAST CHANCE!! 
Every year, the yearbook sells senior ads for the back of the yearbook. These are messages written to your senior showing 
love and support. Senior ads are $50 and will include their senior photo and baby photo. If you would like to write an encour-
aging message to your senior, please submit your message of no more than 150 words and payment to Lakeview High School, 
attention: Mrs. Schatz. You can also email your message to kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org and send payment in separately. Pay-
ment is due upon ordering an ad. Deadline to purchase senior ads is February 15. 

Congratulations to Kyle 

Olmer for being selected as 

the December Viking Way 

Junior High Student of the 

Month!  Kyle demonstrates 

positive energy in his Math 

class, he always participates 

in classroom discussions and 

has shown perseverance in 

understanding math con-

cepts. Great job Kyle!  

Congratulations to Noah Koch 

for being selected as the De-

cember Viking Way Student 

of the Month!  Noah serves as 

a  great role model for stu-

dents and adults alike, he 

works hard, he is respectful, 

and is kind to others. Noah is 

a young man who has over-

come obstacles, demon-

strates perseverance, and has 

done so with a positive atti-

tude!  Awesome job Noah!  

Kids’ Chance of Nebraska Scholarship Opportunity 

Lakeview Schools has received information on a scholarship opportunity for any student who has been affected by a 
parent being injured, disabled, or lost their lives on the job and has received Workman’s Compensation to pay for   
medical bills or lost wages, but do not have the funding to send their children to college. We are not always aware of 
these family situations. 

We need help finding eligible students for these scholarships. We encourage eligible children and families to go to 
www.kidschanceofne.org for information on scholarships and how to apply. Age does not matter, they are looking to get 
anyone who may be eligible into their system. 
 
Please email Mrs. Rambour if you need assistance or more information at prambour@lakeview.esu7.org.   

mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
http://www.kidschanceofne.org
mailto:prambour@lakeview.esu7.org
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5th Grade students have had a great start to the new year!   
 

Students welcomed a student teacher, Ms. Ganskow, that will be with Mrs. Wurdeman for the 3rd 
quarter.  Ms. Ganskow is joining us, from Wayne State. Ms. Ganskow grew up in the Columbus    
area. She is excited to be able to have this opportunity, and we are excited to see what new ideas 
she can bring to our classroom. Ms. Ganskow will be transitioning to the Resource Room to student 
teach for 4th quarter with Mrs. Downs. 
 

Some activities that 5th graders have upcoming to look forward to are: 
-MAPS Testing (January) 
-Leadership Day (January 27) 
-P/T Conferences (January 27) 
-MAPS Testing & NSCAS Testing (March-May) 
-Groundwater Festival in Grand Island (May 12) 
 

Let’s have a great rest of the school year in 5th grade! 
 

Dyscalculia 
By : Brittany Niedbalski 

Dyscalculia is a condition that affects the ability to acquire arithmetical skills.  Dyscalculic learner 
may have difficulty understanding simple number concepts, lack an intuitive grasp of numbers, and 
have problems learning number facts and procedures, even if they produce a correct answer or use 
a correct method, they may do so mechanically and without confidence.  A dyscalculia learner 
stands out as having no ‘feel for numbers’ at all, no ability to estimate even small quantities, and no 
idea whether an answer to an arithmetic problem is reasonable or not. Some indicators for dyscal-
culia include: an inability to subitise (see without counting) even very small quantities, an inability to 
estimate whether a numerical answer is reasonable, weaknesses in both short-term and long-term 
memory, an inability to count backwards reliably, a weakness in visual and spatial orientation, direc-
tional (left/right) confusion, slow processing speeds when engaged in math activities, trouble with 
sequencing, a tendency not to notice patterns, a problem with all aspects of money, a marked delay 
in learning to read a clock to tell the time, an inability to manage time in daily life.  
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The First graders are getting back into the swing again after enjoying a nice Christmas break. We 
are currently in Unit 3 in our new reading series and are learning long vowel sounds. What fun it’ll 
be being able to read even more words to help us reach our 3rd quarter AR goals. In Math, a few 
concepts we be learning are; how to tell time to the half hour, more addition/subtraction facts, count-
ing money, and tally marks. Snow and winter are being talked a lot about too! We’re reading lots of 
stories about snowmen and penguins. Story time is our favorite part of the day!  

Hoping everyone stays happy and healthy,  

Mrs. Paben 

 

Progress is being made on the new Preschool that will be located at the Platte Center Elementary 
site.  Remodeling construction on the modular began in December. Preschool will begin this fall for the 
Lakeview school district and will consist of a morning and afternoon session.  Contact the school for an 
application!  
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We are excited to celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week with fun activities and 
events that have been planned for the week of January 27th through January 
31st.  We will end the week on Sunday with a Pancake Feed in our school gym. Eve-
ryone is welcome to attend. We are thankful for our Lutheran School!  
 
We are thrilled to announce our theme for our all school musical this year is “Back to 
the Beginning”.  The students can’t wait to share their talents. We will have a Dress 
rehearsal on Thursday, February 27th.  The performance will be Sunday, March 1st at 
10:00 am in the school gym.   
 
We are also excited to kick off our Basketball Season with Christ Lutheran.  We have 
11 girls and 7 boys participating on the teams. We have games scheduled with the 
Lutheran Schools in the area.   
 
Our 6 to 8th graders will be going to Camp Omega on January 27, 28, and 29 for the 
Outdoor Education Trip.  They will be accompanied by Pastor Birtell and Miss Warn-
eke.   
 
We are preparing for our Fish Fry Fundraiser.  We will enjoy food and fellowship at 
the Kapels Last Resort on Friday, February 28th.  Everyone is welcome!   
 
We are looking forward for our Geography 
Bee!  Students are practicing their skills!   
 
Blessings! 
St. John’s Lutheran School 
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News from Christ Lutheran 

The last day of the first semester was a special day for Christ Lutheran students.  They began the day 

with program practice for the Christmas musical “The Case of the Reluctant Innkeeper”. Then the stu-

dents participated in classroom activities before having a special pizza lunch by our PTL.  After lunch, 

students, parents, and grandparents decorated many Christmas cookies and created graham cracker gin-

gerbread houses.  The PTL parents then delivered the cookies to Christ Lutheran church members.   

 

Starting in January, Christ Lutheran School began offering Monday through Friday morning Preschool.   

The students in the Monday and Friday classes are excited to be like the big kids who go to school every 

day.  

 

K-1 students continued their study of letters with fun activities.  For the letter “F” they completed ac-

tivities with Fritos and learned about firefighters.  The students also have enjoyed PE activities such as 

Sharks and Minnows, Dead Bugs, and Scorpion Scooters.  

 

The 2-4 class so enjoyed learning about power points that they asked to do more!  So, the class prepared 

new presentations on a variety of subjects.  Also, this class, with some help from some older students, 

worked very diligently on teepees during recess.  Their study of 

Nebraska history came to life.  

 

Christ Lutheran upper grade students focused on World War I 

in a cross curricular study.  Students studied the causes, effects, 

technology, and strategies used.  They analyzed poetry from the 

time and participated in board game activity called Diplomacy.  

 

National Lutheran Schools Week is an exciting time for students 

at CLS.  We celebrate our Lutheran heritage along with over 

1900 schools from Preschools through high schools across the 

country.  Each day of this week has a special dress theme       

including “Decades Day”, “Dress Alike Day”, “Career Day”, 

and “School Colors” day.  There is a door decorating contest 

among the classes with each class connecting a certain holiday 

to the week’s theme Bible verse.  Friday ends with a chapel and 

fun parent vs. student Alaskan kickball game.  

 

Christ Lutheran School welcomes new families to join our community.  We offer Christ-centered educa-

tion for Preschool-8th grades with qualified teachers and low student-to-teacher ratios.  Registration for 

the 2020-2021 school year is open to current returning families begins Monday, Jan. 27th.  Open enroll-

ment for new families begins Monday, Feb. 3rd.  If you are interested in more information or to schedule a 

tour, please contact Jennifer Weber at 402-564-3531 or jweber@christlutheran.esu7.org .  

mailto:jweber@christlutheran.esu7.org
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Senior & Junior Parents – Post Prom Information 

February 2020 

 

MEETING –    Wednesday February 12, 2020  7 pm  

 
IN THE SCHOOL CAFETERIA:  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! PLAN TO ATTEND THE POST 
PROM MEETING! 

              ALL PARENTS ARE WELCOME!!! 
 

Parent involvement is what makes Post Prom a success! If you plan on working at Post Prom, we ask 

that you serve on a committee or help with at least two fundraisers. We realize everyone is 
BUSY, but hopefully you can look at your schedule and find some time to volunteer.  

 

ATTENTION: 

Juniors and Seniors, Junior and Senior Parents, and ANYONE interested in helping: 

 

January 28 will be tip night at           
GODFATHERS 

February 15 Concessions for the Scotus Basketball game 

March 28 Viking Jam 

                        Your time and help is greatly appreciated! Thank you!!  
 

 

THANK YOU from the Post Prom Steering Committee 

Jodi Behlen, Jaci Tessendorf, Megan Stromberg 

 Audrey Blaser, Sue Jaixen and Jenny Meyer  
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Junior-Senior Parent Donation 

For Lakeview High School Post Prom 

April 25, 2020 

 

Please consider donating to the Post Prom fund with a monetary gift of at least $25.00. We are 
asking all Junior and Senior parents, grandparents or willing Lakeview patrons to donate. 
Your donation will be used to purchase food and gifts for Post Prom for all junior and senior 
students in attendance. Please drop your contribution in the mail to:  Lakeview Community 
Schools, Attn: Post Prom Committee, 3744 83rd St., Columbus, NE 68601 

 

I am willing to donate $_______________ towards the 2020 Lakeview Post-Prom and help my 
child to have a safe and fun event to attend following the Jr.-Sr. Prom on April 25. 2020 

 

Patron Name(s) _______________________________________________________________ 
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Remember the Booster Club when shopping for all your Lakeview 
Vikings Gear.  Call Crystal Klug at 402-910-1289 to set up a time to 

shop for your Lakeview gear! 

Lakeview Community Schools 

What:  Kindergarten Registration for the 2020-21 School Year 

When:  Friday, February 21, 2018 * 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Where: Lakeview High School – 3744 83rd Street * Columbus, NE 68601 

 

Please bring your child’s state certified birth certificate (no copies, must have raised seal), immuniza-
tion records, and two forms of proof of residency.  Your child does not need to be present to register.   

If you have a student who will be able to register for Kindergarten or know someone in the District who 
does, please call so we can add your child to our mailing list for Kindergarten Round Up.  

 
Lakeview Community Schools * 402-564-8518 

Platte Center Elementary School * 402-246-3465 
Shell Creek Elementary School * 402-564-8008 

 

Please call Lakeview Community Schools at 564-8518 if you have any questions or need            
additional information. 

State law requires a child to have reached his or her fifth (5th) birthday on or before July 31st of 

the current year. 
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Selection Criteria 

Students are placed depending on verified needs, age, and residence. 

Priority placement for resident students in the special education program who are currently on an IFSP or IEP. 

Priority placement will be given to resident students “At-Risk”: 

“At Risk” includes: 

Students with verified low birth weight (with physician statement). 

Students whose family income would qualify for Free and Reduced Lunches (income verification form based on Free & Reduced 

School Meal Family Application). 

Students of teenage parents who have not currently obtained a high school diploma. 

Students living in a home whose occupants have limited ability to speak and understand English. 

Students four years of age (prior to 7/31 of the current year) qualifying as a resident 

“Resident” includes students living within the Lakeview Community Schools District (LCS) boundaries. 

Students three years of age (prior to 7/31 of the current year) qualifying as a resident 

“Resident” includes students living within the Lakeview Community Schools District (LCS) boundaries. 

LCS will consider option students for the preschool program at this time with the following criteria: 

Option student with an older sibling currently enrolled at LCS through the Enrollment Option Program. 

Son or daughter of LCS District Employee. 

Students who were previously enrolled in the Lakeview Preschool Program. 

Students who do not qualify as “at risk” or as “resident”. 

  

Submitting an application does not guarantee placement in the preschool program. Students will be placed by age according to 

the priority list. 

  

Non-Resident Students 

Non-resident students are welcome to submit an application to the Lakeview Preschool program.  Parents who are considering 

this option need to understand the regulations for non-resident students and should visit with the superintendent or the elemen-

tary principal before making a final decision. All students will be placed according to the priority placement list. 

 

Lakeview Community Schools Preschool Selection Criteria 
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Enrollment Criteria 

1. Valid birth certificate 

2. Up-to-Date Immunization record.  Nebraska State law dictates that immunization records must be presented at the time of 

enrollment or that student cannot be enrolled. 

3. All students must be potty-trained before attending preschool, unless otherwise stated in an IEP. 

Free/Reduced Family Application, if applicable. 

 

Applications will not be accepted without all documents. 

Student Age Group Required Vaccines 

Ages 2 through 5 years enrolled 

in a school based program not 

licensed as a child care provider 

4 doses of DTaP, DTP, or DT vaccine, 

 

3 doses of Polio vaccine, 

 

3 doses of Hib vaccine or 1 dose of Hib given at or after 15 
months of age, *Hib not required after child reaches 5 yrs of 
age 

 

3 doses of pediatric Hepatitis B vaccine, 

 

1 dose of MMR or MMRV given on or after 12 months of 
age, 

 

1 dose of varicella (chickenpox) or MMRV given on or after 
12 months of age, written documentation (including year) of 
varicella disease from parent, guardian, or health care provid-
er will be accepted. 

 

4 doses of pneumococcal or 1 dose of pneumococcal given on 
or after 15 months of age *Pneumococcal not required after 
child reaches 5 yrs of age 

 

Lakeview Preschool Miscellaneous Info 

 

School Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 

Session 1: 8:00 - 11:30 

Session 2: 12:00 - 3:30 

No Preschool on Fridays  

 

Tuition Criteria: 

Student Tuition Rate:    $75/month or $675/year 

Students on IFSP/IEP:   FREE 

Students Who Qualify for Free Meals: FREE 

Students Who Qualify for Reduced Meals: $20/ month or $180/year 

**Tuition Includes Daily Lunch and Snack 
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2020-2021 Lakeview Community Preschool Application 
One application per child. Only a parent/legal guardian may submit the application. 

Applications Due by Friday, March 6, 2020 

  

*Applications will not be accepted without a copy of immunization record and copy of a valid birth certificate. 

  Student Information 

Last Name:                                                             First Name: 

Date of Birth:  __________________________   Social Security Number ______________ 

  

Gender:    Male          Female 

  

Family Doctor:___________________________ Phone: ____________________________ 

  

Family Dentist:___________________________Phone:____________________________ 

Ethnicity:   Hispanic or Latino         Not Hispanic or Latino 

 

Race:   White      Asian  Black or African American American Indian or Alaska Native 

Other: _____________________________ 

 

Primary Language:   English     Spanish     Other: ____________________________ 

Has your child previously been enrolled in a Preschool?    Yes               No 

                                   *If Yes, where?____________________________________________ 

  

Preferred Preschool Session for 2020-21 (Rank 1-2 below): 

                                 _____  Platte Center AM                 _____Platte Center PM 

Has your child received Early Intervention Services in the home or a center?                  Yes       No 

Is your child in the process of being evaluated for special education services?                   Yes       No 

Does your child have an Individualized Education Program (IEP or IFSP)?                     Yes       No 

Was your child born prematurely and can be verified by a physician?                                 Yes       No 

Does your child qualify for the Free and Reduced lunch program?                                       Yes       No* 

                         *Free/Reduced Family Application ATTACHED to the back* 

Does the child currently have a teenage parent who has not obtained a high school diploma?           Yes       No 
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  Parent Information 

 

Parent: Last Name: ______________________First Name ________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: 

  

_________________________________________________________________________            

Street Address                                      City                              State                         Zip Code 

 

  

Phone: ____________________Email Address: ___________________________________ 

 

Parent: Last Name: ______________________  First Name: _________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: 

  

__________________________________________________________________________            

Street Address                                          City                           State                        Zip Code 

 

  

Phone: ____________________ Email Address: __________________________________ 

  

  Anticipated Kindergarten Year 

Anticipated year your child will attend Kindergarten                       2021-22               2022-23 

  Parent/Guardian Signature 

I certify that all the above information is true and correct.  Any deliberate misrepresentation of the information will 

result in the child being withdrawn from the program. 

 

  

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
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